
EAST LONGMEADOW
YOUTH BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

SPORT PARENT CODE OF CONDUCT

Chtldrcil's sports are supposed to be fun - for the children Unfortunately, many parents, fans and coaches don't realize that then'
actions, whether verbal or nonverbal, can have a lasting emotional effect on children. Too many children are leaving sports
actiVities because the fun IS unfairly taken away by adults.

ThaL IS why the Nalional Youth Sports Safely Foundation (NYSSF), a non-profit educational orgalllzatlon dedicated 10
promoting the healthy development of youth 1Jl sports, 11l conjunction with the Massachusetts Govemors Committee on Physical
Fitness and Sports, convened a consensus meeting witli representatives from more than [hirt), sports. medical, educational and
professional organizations to create the following Code of Conduct for parents and spectators to abide by al every game The
Code of Conduct can also be found at www.nyssf.org.

Parents, fans and coaches who follow this simple code can help remforce what sports <Ire all about. BEING FUN FOR
EVERYONE.

Preamble
The essential elements of character~btlildll1gand ethics Jll spOl1S are embodied in the concept of sportsmanship and SIX core
pnnciples: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, raimess, caring, and good cillzenship, The highest potential of sports IS
achieved when competition renects these "six pillars of character." I

I therefore agree:
J. 1WIll not force my child to participate in sports.
2. I will remember that children participate 10 have fun and that the game is for youth, not adults.
3. I will infolTI1 the coach of nllY physical disabihty or ailment that may <lffect the safety of my chJld or the safety of others .
.4. I will learn the rules oflhe game and the policies of the league.
5.1 (:lIld my guests) wil1 be a positive role model for my child and encourage sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy,
Jnd by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, officials and spectators at every game, practice or other sporting
event
6. I land my guests) will not engage 111 any klnd of unsportsmanlike conduct with any official, coach, player, or parent such as
booing and taunling; refusmg 10 shake hands; or llsing profane language or gestures.
7. I willnol encourage any behavIOr'S or practices thai would endanger the health and weJ1being of tile athletes.
8 1 \\dlleacb my child to play by the rules and 10 resolve connicts without resorting to hostility or violence.
9. I will demand that my child treal other players, coaches, officia Is and speclators with respect regardless of race, creed, color,
'ie:.; or ability
10. I will teach my child tl1nl doing one's best is more important than winning, so that my child will never feel defeated by Ihe
outcome of a game or Ills/her perfonnance.
I I. I wl1J praise my child for compeling fairly and Ilylng hard, and make my child feel like a winner every \lme.
12. I ",111 never ndicule or yeil almy child or other participant for making a mistake or losing a competition.
13. I \vili emphaSIze ski1i development and praCl1ces and how they benefit my child over winning, I will also deemphasize games
and competition in the lower age groups.
14. I will promote the emotional and physical well-being of the athletes ahead of any personal deSIre I may have for my child to
\\'In.

15 I will respect the officials and their authority during games and ""'ill never questIon, discuss, or confront conches at the game
field, <lnd "1.'il1 wke time to speak with coaches al an agreed upon lime and place.
16. I will demand a spons enVlronmelll for my child that is free from drugs, tobacco, and alcohol and 1wi11 refralll from theIr use
at all sp0l1s events.
17. I will refrain from coaching my child or other players during games and practices, unless I am one of the official cOJches of
the tcam

J also agree that if I fail to abide by the aforementIoned rules and guidelines, I will be subject 10 dlsciplimlry Clclion thaI could
lllclude, but IS not linllted to Ihe following:

Verbal waming by offiCIal, head conch, and/or head of league orgalllzatlon
• Written warnmg

• Parental game suspension WIth written documentatIon ofincrdent kept on file by orgalllzation(s) involved
Game forfeit through the official or coach
Parental season suspensIOn

Signed, _

Dated _


